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What's a blog?

A blog i 2 personal diary. A daily puipit. A collaborative space. A political
soapdax, A breaking news outlet. A collection of links. Your own private thoughts,

Memos 1o the world

Your blog is whatever you want it to be. There are millfons of them, in all shapes
and sizes, and there are no real rules.

n simple terms, & dlog Is a web site, where you write stuff on an ongoing basis.

New stuff shows up at the top, 50 your visitors can read what's new

comment on 1t or link to it or email you, Or not

Since Blogaer was launched in 1999, blogs have reshapad the web, impacted

¥ 4 per
politics, shaken up journalism, and enabled millions of people to have a vaice and
connect with others.

And we're pretty sure the whole deal is just getting started

Get started

The fastest way to understand Hlogging is to try it out. We've worked really hard
to make it really easy for you. Just click the link below, and you can be part of
the phenomencn thats transforming wed and media to a participatory activity in
fess than five minutes. Senously

What will happen then? Wha knows. It might be fun, though

And remember: Blogger is totally free, and if you have trooble, just dick the Help
button from any screen, and you can find the answer youre looking for-or even

atk our dedicated support staff,

https://www.blogger.com/start
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Creating a blog is as easy as 1-2-3-4. Here are some easy steps for creating a Blogger account. Blogger
is FREE website.

Why use Blogger?

A blog gives you your own voice on the web. It's a place to collect and share things that you find
interesting— whether it's your political commentary, a personal diary, or links to web sites you want to
remember.

Many people use a blog just to organize their own thoughts, while others command influential, worldwide
audiences of thousands. Professional and amateur journalists use blogs to publish breaking news, while

personal journalers reveal inner thoughts.
Whatever you have to say, Blogger can help you say it.

Create a Google Account (;:cg},;,;gle The first step to creating
eate a Google :sz::::"! that you can use on other Google services. I_y you already yOlJr Blog ger account IS
unt perhaps from Gmail, Google Groups, or Orkut, please sign in first to Create a Google

ik ' s Account. Follow the
e , steps on the website.
SO p— You can use your Gmail
Retype password ' account or create a new
Display name r ‘ Google account.
Word V 2
\urecks

Acceptance of Terms | accept the Ter
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NAME BLOG

Name your blog

Blog title
fox ress (URL) blogspot com
alla
Advanced Setu Want to host your blog somewhere #4se? Try Advanced Blog Setua, This will
Mliow you to host your blog somewhers ather than Biogsput

CHOOSE TEMPLATE

Choose a template

chamge
e tomplate ater
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mow you need to make
up a name for your blog.

Some examples of other
blogs include:
Shaaza’s blog

Our centres blog
Teacher Blog.
Shaza’s rave

Kids rock

N /

/ You can choose a \

template to get you
started. You can
change your template at

a later if you wish.
\

_




|8 Blogger

bata

o Your blog has been created!

We'vo just created a blog for you. You can now add your posts to 1t, create your personal profile, or

customize how your biog looks,

pme | ARouS | Bk | Meln | Qiscuas ¢ Lansusee | Revelopen | Geie | Privacy | Copyright € 1999 - 007 Goagin

Voila! Your Blog
space has been
created!

ALY

CNI Dissemination Bus Trip

* Crealo Your Own * View Allimoges

A R
Sharon’s Blog
http://centralnorthisland.blogspot.com
Create your Blog now
http://www.blogger.com
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Publish your thoughts

A blog gives you your own voice on the webd, itsa _
2 -

place to collect and share things that you find
interesting - whether IUs your political e
commentary, a personal dinry, or links to web

sites you want 1o remoember

Many peogle se a blog just Lo organize their own o=
thoughts, while othears command infivential
worldwide audiences of thousands. Professional and amateur Journalists use bogs

to pudlish breaxing news, while personal journalers reveal inner thoughts

Whataver you have to say, Blogger can help you say It

) €

'/
@ Design your blog

Whether youre Starting your dlog or just think it's time Lo give your existing Mog &

facelift, Bloggers user-friendly editing tools help you easily design a great-looking
page

Templates - Qur collection of templates will get you started with an attractive
site right away without you having to learn any HTML, though Blogger also allows

you to edit your dlog's HTML code whenever you want

Custom colors and fonts — When youre ready to take the next 4tep, you can
further customize our templates to create o design that perfectly reflects you and
your blog.

Drag-and-drop page elements — Bloggers simpie drag-and-drop system lets you

casily decide exactly where your posts, profiles, archives and other parts of your
blog should live on the page,
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I c:ocl0G! MPiAG BLOG] Next Bloge sharonlee44@gmail.com | New Post | Customize | Sign Out

Sharon's Blog - ICT & ECF

Click on New Post
The screen below appears
Posting | Seftings ~ Layout [ENETRSTEY
Create | TouPol NogduTale Commeass

Titie: |Haw ta blog - 101

Edit Html

ket =lqTv b7 Ty * EEZ3 N

"
"
o
-
<

Itisas easyas12 3|
Firstly you

o Ontionsg Labels for this post: 3 . | {
P Fomt Ontions B4 scoStars, vacation, fall .".“!',u'"l.'or,ls'.' .)w !O, BDQQ “,g',h 3

ol

Return to list of poxd

Name the post by Typing in you
In the body type in your postin

ou can add photos from your computer with this
bottom and one next to it is for
g movies from your computer i.e photostory3

It is useful to label or put name tags to your postingNust think if you were going to want to
search for an item, what are all the possibilities you could_call it?

When you are happy with your posting click on the Publish post button and it will appear on
your blog.
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B Sharon's Blog - ICT & ECE

settings | Layour ISR

renu Edit Posts

MO Al

Titie:  What only a Mum can say!

Compose
bi ® ¥ aH

Prevew
i

{object width="425" height="355"«aram name="movie"
value="ht1p://www youtube com/v/I1Gcel ;7166 84rel=

{"s/paramsparam name="wmode"
value="transparent “»/param=<embed srca"http://www.youtube.com/v/I16oelj716684rel=1"

type="application/x-shockwave-flash® wmode="transparent" width="425" height="355"w/embed>«/object>

Laboly for Oy e post: ; " voll e
0. we0tery, yacabon, ful funny, mum, william tell, youtube

M 2

el Rald Ml Pudlah O

Beadt ey

If ygu are going to post a slide show or a Youtube — www.youtube.com video the
Html code goes here

Slideshows can be easlly caeated using:

_a" STOLE
. gt I P
WwWW rockyou.com

N1 oL ®
www photobuckel.com [("‘J phOtObUCket

www bubbleshare.com

www.smilbox.com

If you are going to be creating slideshows online it is important that you
compress the size of photos as this considerably reduces the time it take to
upload them.
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D S 's Blog - ICT & ECE T Onleod4OYmAlCOM (et d e Lt

Ponting Sestings Layot

e Pty

o] Selict: Al Mane Your Pestu AlL Desfna, Puliisne 1 20020

sharonlee44@gmail.com ' Dashbosrd  Help  Shanout

Basic hing

Under settings you can set the time, country, permissions for an open or closed
site. Take a look at each tab and make changes as required.

T T
l Pmting | Settings | Layout

Parmisstnm

M Blog Authors v wes

ie; Blog Readers tlag can R LD £0 100 1o

Wha can view this Slsg?

Anytiody 5 Omdy these resders (4 pouple Only biog awthaory
t Open tnvitation
Wrote mory peopie ts read your biog
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In the Layout area you are given an overview of the bones of your template and
this is where you can personalise, pretty up and add gadgets to the layout of your
blog template.

Click and drag to rearmange page elgments oo your blog

Add and Arrange Page Elements PREVIEW | | SLEAR EDITS. |

Sharon's Blog « ICT &am.,,

"ll)g Posty Add RGadpn

Add 2 Gadget
Sharon Carlson (aka Shaaza)
Edir

Fext
Edh

8 Add a Gadget

. Q
Basics BaS] cS —
Featured
Most Popular 1-190f 19
Newest
Blog List (New!) +
Categories Show off what you read with a blogroll of your favorite
News blogs.
Tools . By Blogger
Communication —
r . Followers (New!) Ed
Fun & Games : ; ¥ 3]
. Displays a list of users who follow your blog
Finance | By Blogger
Sports ‘
Lifestyle : Slideshow (New!) +
Technology ﬂ Add a slideshow of your photos (o your blog,
Au Rlamnar

There are many gadgets that can be added to your template, but consider your
audience:

- What will they want to see?
- Does it have adverts attached
- Is it appropriate??
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How to post a comment on a blog site:
For invited readers:

1. Create a Google account:

https://www.google.com/accounts/NewAccount

Create a Google Account Google

Account

2. Click on the link you have received from the centre in your email
account. Sign in using your new Google account access nhame and
password.

This blog is open to invited readers only
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A blog entry is called a post — scroll down to the bottom of the post that
you wish to comment on. Click on the comments link.

W AP PN Puaghee | s

B O0IO0 P oD ]!

POSTED BY HELEN mm‘ 0 COMMENTS /

3.This will take you to a page like this. Type in your comment and click
on the “Publish your comment” button.

Post a Comment On: Blogging

No comments yet Leave your comment

Comments ¢
members

Googlo/Blogger

helen.duncan@core-ed.net

4.Your comments will not be published immediately but will be available
to view shortly or when the owner of the site has allowed it to be posted
Onto thelr Site. Blogger: How to start a blog

You might like to take a look at this youtube
— how to start a blog video: . Blogger
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bU4gXHkejMo

Or visit my “how to Blog” blog site

www.eceblogging.blogspot.com

Page 12

P14 @ sm— Y I



Now it’s time to have some discussions with your team and plan for your blogs
future development. What's your purpose? What do you want on it? Consider
your audience — what do they need and want to know and share? What will
entice your audience to return? Planning becomes essential in establishing and
developing a blog.
Possibilities for blogs and future postings:

@ Centre and operation information: hours, cost, philosophy, mission

statement, contacts details etc.

@ Transition information

@ Events shared through learning stories, video, photos and
slideshows

@ WeekKly journal — working smarter

@ Staff information — first names, photos, qualifications, interests

@ Events calendar

@ Parent comments and feed back

@ Parent contributions and voices

@ Newsletters, notices

@ Uploading small videos, photostory3

@ Podcasting

@ E-portfolios

@ 277777

Centre4 has all the facilitators and some centre blogs that may be of interest to
see how they can be used. There is also a blog spotlight by Manaia
Kindergarten with a wealth of information that will be very useful.
LooKing at others blogs - critiquing what works well and what doesn’t.
Manaia Kindergartens blog is also worth a look as it has developed into a
useful tool for teachers, children, families and whanau. It is also worth

l& doing a search on new entrant and primary school blogs to see how
they produce and utilise a blog site.

A useful Blog book - Publishing a Blog with Blogger 2005, Author - Elizabeth

Castro.

ogs worth viewing
http://blog.core-ed.net/naketa;

http://blog.core-ed.net/derek/

http://blog.core-ed.net/greq/

http://manaiakindergarten.blogspot.com/
http://10percentdiscount.blogspot.com/
http://hurupakikindergarten.blogspot.com/
http://kdgroom102.blohttp://classblogmeister.com/blog.php?blogger
id=1638gspot.com/

http://eceblogging.blogspot.com
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Is blogging going to be action research focus this year? If so
you will need to dig deeper into how to maximise this tool to
achieve maximum participation and access
for teachers and families.
ﬁ\ 6 ”’h ’:‘:
Some discussion with families will also be essential in the very
near future, as permissions will need to be sort for the posting
g ”‘ “' ‘n of photos etc. Outlining “netiquette” of online participation and
the protocols of the use of photos and leaving comments and
uploading information online. Discussion around the
importance and purpose of using the blog and the adding of comments and
making contributions will heighten your success with this ICT intuitive. Maybe a
parent evening to inform them of what's been happening with the ICT project
and a workshop on how they can read the blog and it's uses. I am sure once
they realise that only your families will be able to view this site they will feel
comfortable in allowing their children’s photos and movies to be posted. I am
happy to support you with this, please let me know how I can help. I look
forward to seeing where this will lead, (don’t hesitate to ring or email if you wish
to discuss this further).
Other considerations:
< Who will be responsible for regularly updating the blog?
< What role will children play in adding/creating postings?
< How will all teachers become comfortable in using the
blog?
< What discussions and PD will be required between staff,
families and children?
< Will the blog be private/public/invite only? And why?

Blog?

Now yc onge is to

o d Blog

Page 14



